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President Bush Unvells Policies to
Help Migratory Birds During
Refuge Visit

During a visit to the Patuxent policy called recovery credit
Research Refuge last month, trading, enabling landowners who
President Bush announced a goal improve habitat for birds and

of restoring and improving an other species to earn recovery
additional 200,000 acres of credits that they can sell. "Birds

are losing stopover habitats they
need and depend on for their
annual migrations,” he said. "One
reason we came here is because
national wildlife refuges like this Cash Lake fishing area where
one provide stopover habitat, and he made his announcement. He
they play a really importantrolein  spent some quality time with

our conservation efforts."” Refuge Manager Brad Knudsen
and Research Center Director
[While at Patuxent, the Judd Howell.] &
migratory bird habitat by 2009. President and Mrs. Bush visited
Toward that end, he said his the whooping crane rearing

Administration would pursue a facility and then stopped at the %m%
Happy Holidays!
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2007 Volunteer of the
Year: Rod Burley

by National Wildlife Visitor Center Staff

Rod Burley was honored as the
2007 Refuge Volunteer of the
Year at the October Volunteer
Awards Dinner. Rod began
volunteering for Patuxent
Research Refuge in March 1993.
Since that time, Rod has
volunteered 6000+ hours of his
time while holding a full time job.

Through his 14 years of service,
Rod has been involved with
Visitor Information, Interpretation
and Education, Event Support,
and served as a Trail Monitor and
Naturalist Tour Guide. He has
checked fish traps, bluebird, wood
duck, and kestrel nest boxes,
conducted and/or participated in
frog, turtle, herpetological,
waterfowl, whippoorwill, and
woodcock surveys, provided
outdoor maintenance activities
such as clearing trails, mending
gates, weeding gardens, and
mowing, and assisted with
biological data collection at our
Hunt Control Station.

Every month of the year for the
last four years, whether rain,
snow, or a star filled night, Rod
holds a well-loved and much

anticipated night hike/owl prowl.
These programs are usually filled
and have a long stand by list.
Visitors who have attended his
walks and talks remember them
and look forward to future ones,
often calling Refuge staff to try to
schedule more! Rod is ALWAYS
willing to help when he can. He is
flexible and works well with all
aspects of the public. All ages are
welcome on his hikes, which
encourages families to participate
in outdoor activities together.

Rod has made a personal
commitment not only to Patuxent
Research Refuge through his
years of volunteer service, but
also to the Refuge System as a
whole and to the flora and fauna
that refuges support. Rod’s
dedication to natural resources
stems not solely out of love for
natural resources, but love for
sharing knowledge with
humankind. As natural resource
professionals striving to protect
the resources, we sometimes
overlook this critical element. Rod
helps us focus on the overall
picture — that we are all
connected! *

Newsletter
Contributors

Contributors are reminded that
their input to the newsletter is
due no later than the 25th of
the month (i.e. Apr. 25 for
June newsletter)! The editor(s)
and the layout artist need
enough time to prepare the
newsletter for mailing by the
15th of the month. Special
thanks are due to the many
contributors who have made
this publication what it has
become today.

Volunteers < Friends is published
monthly and is mailed to all volunteers
and friends of the Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center.

The editor, layout artists, writers, and
other helpers are all volunteers. There
are some regular contributors, however
we welcome and encourage all volunteers
and Friends to write for the newsletter.

Send or bring comments or stories to:
Editor, Volunteers — Friends
National Wildlife Visitor Center
10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop
Laurel, MD 20708

To become a member of the Friends and
receive a monthly subscription to
Volunteers < Friends, send $15
(Individual), $20 (Family), $50
(Contributor), or $100 (Sponsor) to the
Friends of Patuxent Wildlife Research
Center, at the address above.
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75 Years of the Federal
Duck Stamp

by Marvin Moriarty, FWS Northeast Regional Director

This year, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service is celebrating 75
years since the Federal Duck
Stamps were first created. For
those 75 years, hunters have
purchased Duck Stamps as the
federal license for waterfowl
hunting, thereby giving back to the
resource they value and treasure.
Today, even though hunters
purchase most Duck Stamps,
non-hunters are the most frequent
visitors to lands purchased
through the Duck Stamp
Program.

As Service employees, most of us
are aware of another vital role
that Federal Duck Stamps play in
wildlife and habitat conservation.
Funds from Duck Stamp sales are
used to purchase valuable
wetlands for the National Wildlife
Refuge System. At least one
refuge in every State in the
Northeast Region includes land
that was purchased with funds
from Duck Stamp sales. In
Region 5 alone, more than
231,000 acres have been
purchased since 1934 with funds
from Duck Stamp sales.

Additionally, the Junior Duck
Stamp Program introduces
today’s youth to the role they can
play in tomorrow’s conservation
efforts. Students experience the

value of sharing art and nature
when they participate in the
Junior Duck Stamp program.
Funds raised from the sale of
Junior Duck Stamps support
environmental and conservation
education.

This year, the Northeast Region is
on a mission to increase Duck
Stamp and Junior Duck Stamp
sales. Every employee can help
by raising awareness among all
users and supporters of Service
lands and resources. As
advocates for conservation, we
should feel proud to achieve
conservation efforts beyond the
borders of our work sites and
offices. As we conduct our daily
activities in our schools,
communities, and even at home,
we can share the gift of
conservation with those around
us.

Let us each challenge ourselves
to introduce the Duck Stamp to at
least one new person this year.
The purchase of a Federal Duck
Stamp provides an opportunity for
every American to take a stand
on the preservation of our natural
heritage. Our Duck Stamp
program has truly made a
difference for wildlife, and we
can work together to keep the
momentum going.

Visitor Center
Construction
Progresses

The Visitor Center upgrades are
progressing nicely. The roof work
is a bit behind schedule due to
rainy weather, but should be
finished before too long. The
HVAC work has hit a few snags,
but is also progressing. Staff
relocated to Nelson Hall and the
Service Building on Central Tract.
Phones numbers are the same
and e-mail connections were
restored quickly.

Visitor Center grounds continue to
be open daily, except for holidays
and days when work on the
parking lot is planned. Phil
arranged for trail monitors to
continue their presence on the
grounds and trails. Limited
outdoor interpretive programs are
also scheduled.

Please continue to check the web
site for updates (http://
patuxent.fws.gov). We look
forward to a grand reunion of
volunteers and staff when we re-
open in March 2008.
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Patuxent Wildlife Festival
a Huge Success!

By Dennis Hartnett, Volunteer

The 2007 Patuxenvildlife

Center included a wide range of

Festival held on October 13, 2007 activities for all ages. There were
was a huge success. It was one displays about bird banding,
of the most highly attended events pollinators, birds of preysandhill

of this year with approximately
1200 visitors. Of course, the

cranes, box turtles, wildfire, and
theAnneArundel Master

festival would not have been such Gardeners. Childres’activities

a success without the help of
Friends of Patuxent.

The partnership event between
the Refuge and the Research

included sand art, touch tables, a
coloring area, story time, and a
puppet show'A FoxTale.”
Outdoor activities included guided
nature hikes, wildlife conservation

tram tours, behind the scenes

research bus tours, and behind the

scenes tours of the McAtee
seaduck colonylhe evetpopular
Crane Café (supported by the
Friends of Patuxent) was also a
huge hit, feeding hungry
participants with hotdogs, chips,
cookies, watersoda, and ctdée»

Col. Harlan T ucker Explains How He
Became a 40-Y ear Volunteer

Excerpt from article inParks & Recreation Magazine

About 40 years ago, Col. Harlan
Tucker was asked to geainize a
summer playground. Some might
say the 30-year military veteran
took that challenge a bit further
During his tenure as a park
volunteer in Bowie, Maryland, he
was responsible for opening five
new parks in the city and
prepared its recreation master

year history with the Federation,
he was awarded M3
coveted Connie Romanello
Lifetime VolunteerAward.

Tucker's service is seen in nearly
every park, every ball field, every
facility, and simplyin nearly every

place where a Bowie resident

Tucker has also been the recipientmight seek active recreation or

of the MRRA AgencyVolunteer
of theYear award, the Mid-
Atlantic Region MRR Special
Citizen, the GoverndsVolunteer
and Servicéward, Bowie Blade-

plan. He also served on the board News Outstanding Citizen of the

of the volunteer branch of the
Maryland Recreation and Park
Association (MRR).

Col. Tucker served ninterms as
president of the Prince Gear's
Federation of Parks and
Recreation Councils. In his 39-

Year award, Prince Gayg's
CountyVolunteer of therear in
both 1982 and 1988 and was
named to the Maryland Senior
Citizen’s Hall of Fame.

[Bowie Mayor, G Frederick
Robinson wrote, “Harlan

just a quiet, peaceful place to
reflect and rest.”]

[Harlan says,] “I think probably
my proudest moment was the
dedication of the NationaVildlife
Visitor Center (on the Patuxent
Research Refuge) in October of
1994, which opened after about
six years of effort.” Harlan still
supports the Refuge and the
Visitor Center by serving more
than eight terms as the chairman
of Friends of the Patuxemt.



